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A Word from the Principal 

Maple Grove Families,  
 
I started the year at Maple Grove engaging our teachers in conversation around 
building community. We have been actively building, maintaining, and growing our 
classroom communities since the start of the year. Students feeling like they belong, 
in my opinion, is the first step in creating an environment conducive to learning. The 
next extension of this work will be through the avenue of Jeffco Healthy Schools. 
Their mission is to support culture, policy, and environments that promote healthy 
lifestyle choices, life skills and attitudes, benefiting staff, students and their families 
thus enhancing individual potential, well-being, academic achievement, and 
establishing Jeffco Schools as a leader in wellness promotion. Whew! That’s a big 
mission! 
 
Let me break down what that means for Maple grove now and in the future. We will 
be exploring how to best promote the physical and emotional wellbeing of our 
students. On the physical side, we will be looking at research around the brain 
benefits of integrating movement throughout the school day and then finding ways 
to make movement happen at the right times to maximize student learning. On the 
emotional side, we will explore frameworks that allow us to use common language 
to teach character traits, build self-esteem, and promote positive thinking and 
resilience amongst our students. It is my belief that students need more than just 
academic learning to be optimally successful in their lives. This means that we must 
address all aspects of the complex humans that we serve each day :)  This is where 
physical and emotional wellbeing come in. My hope is that, at Maple Grove, we 
prepare students for life beyond school. This is one way we will reach that goal. 

http://maplegrove.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://maplegrove.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://www.maplegrovepta.org
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org
https://twitter.com/MGgrizzlies
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/healthy-schools/home
http://www.smilegeneration.com/
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This article provides some fantastic information about the connections between movement and learning. Stay 
tuned for more conversation and information about the topic. 
 
Chris Neville, Principal 
 

A Word from the Principal, continued... 

http://goldenkidsdentalandorthodontics.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/104013/chapters/Movement-and-Learning.aspx
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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Upcoming Events 

2 No School, Teacher Professional Learning Day  

3 Drake Durkee Foundation 4th Annual Poker Classic & Silent Auction  

3-9 Grizzly Reading Challenge  

6 Election Day  

8 Skate City Night  

9 End First Trimester  

13 Grizzly Reading Challenge Logs Due  

16 Report Cards Issued  

19-23 Thanksgiving Break  

  

3 Grove Gallery  

5 PTA Meeting 6:30pm, in library 

24-Jan 8 Winter Break  

November 

December 

Drake Durkee Foundation 4th Annual Poker 
Classic and Silent Auction  

Come support the foundation started in former Maple Grove student, Drake Durkee’s 
memory on November 3rd at the Vista at the Applewood Golf Course. All proceeds 
enable the foundation to pursue its mission of empowering children to connect 
through kindness and compassion and “Be a Buddy, not a Bully.” Visit The Drake 
Durkee Foundation website for more details.  
 
 

https://www.safesplash.com/locations/arvada
http://www.belmarorthodontics.com/
http://www.thedrakedurkeefoundation.org/
http://www.thedrakedurkeefoundation.org/
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Skate City Night 

Mark your calendar for the Maple Grove Skate City night on Thursday, November 8th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
at Skate City in Arvada. This is a private event just for Maple Grove families! All Maple Grove students, families, 
teachers and staff will receive discounted admissions, $5 per skater and $2.50 skate rental. Skate City will give 
back HALF of the total admissions fees collected on November 8th to Maple Grove Elementary to help fund 
school programs. 

http://www.centurylink.com/teachersandtechnology
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continued... 

Staff Spotlight: Kristin Pullen, Social Emotional Learning 
Specialist 

Greetings Maple Grove Community! 
 
My name is Kristin Pullen and I am the Social Emotional Learning Specialist (SELS) serving Maple Grove and 
Prospect Valley Elementary Schools.  I’ve been a social worker since 1993, and earned my Masters in Social 
Work from Colorado State University in 2002.  From 2002-2017, I worked in the Adams 12 Five Star School 
District, serving kids K-12 as a school social worker.  For my last seven years there, I worked as a Community 
Resource Specialist in a grant funded program I co-created where we focused on providing resources to meet 
the basic needs of kids and families (food, clothing, housing, health coverage) in order to increase students’ 
readiness to learn.   
 
I joined Jeffco Public Schools a year ago, and I’m very excited to be working to support student and staff 
wellness at Maple Grove!  I’m a Jefferson County resident with young children of my own, and I’m passionate 
about supporting the “whole child” in the education of our students.  Jeffco Public Schools demonstrates a 
high commitment to systemic supports in the area of social emotional learning and it is fulfilling to take part in 
leading this charge in our District and the State.  
 
The role of Social Emotional Learning Specialist (SELS) in Jeffco includes three areas of focus:  1). Supporting 
positive school climate and culture 2).  Providing coaching or direct instruction of social/emotional skills and 
3).  Providing targeted supports and intervention for students.   The mission for SEL work is: to create and 
maintain positive climate and culture that is inclusive and safe for students, families, and staff, while 
cultivating and empowering the whole child through tiered, evidence-based implementation of social 
emotional learning programming in order to empower successful, productive citizens and actualize Jeffco 
Generations. 
 

5th and 6th Grade Ski Passport Program 

Colorado Ski Country USA believes that every student should have the opportunity to learn Colorado's 
signature winter sports, skiing and snowboarding. That is why for 20 years the CSCUSA Passport Program has 
helped thousands of students hit the slopes every year. Make sure your student does not miss out on the fun 
and sign up today! The quickest and easiest way to sign up for the 5th and 6th Grade Passport Programs is 
online at coloradoski.com/passport. 

http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_627881/File/Jeffco%20PS/About%20Jeffco/Jeffco%20Generations/Jeffco-Generations.pdf
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_627881/File/Jeffco%20PS/About%20Jeffco/Jeffco%20Generations/Jeffco-Generations.pdf
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport
https://www.aabraces.com/?utm_source=school_newsletter&utm_medium=referral
https://www.cleanconscience.com/
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Staff Spotlight: Kristin Pullen, Social Emotional 
Learning Specialist, continued... 

It is an honor to be doing this important work with your students, the teachers and 
with parents.  Together as we partner to uphold and nurture our children’s well-
being, and support their social/emotional development we set them up for greater 
success in life!    When you visit Maple Grove, you may find me in a classroom co-
teaching social emotional learning skills, facilitating small groups, or working with 
teachers/staff and Ms. Belmear (school social worker), to promote social emotional 
growth in all of our students.  If you have questions about social emotional learning, 
feel free to email me at: Kristin.Pullen@jeffco.k12.co.us.   
 

Why social emotional learning?  
By Kristin Pullen 
 
Before I explain the work, consider this:  If a child doesn’t know how to read, what do 
we do?  Teach.  If a child doesn’t know how to multiply, what do we do?  Teach.  If a 
child doesn’t know how to swim, what do we do?  Teach.  But do we approach 
mental health and social/emotional skills in the same way? 
 
Social emotional learning (SEL) goes hand-in-hand with academic success.  It is key to 
building a student’s resilience when facing challenging situations whether socially, 
emotionally or academically. SEL in Jeffco adheres to the following framework, 
provided by the Collaborative for Social Emotional Learning (CASEL).  This describes 
social emotional learning as “the process through which children and adults acquire 
and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and 
manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, 
establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible 
decisions” (www.casel.org).     

continued... 

https://www.kumon.com/arvada-west
mailto:Kristin.Pullen@jeffco.k12.co.us
http://www.casel.org
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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Staff Spotlight: Kristin Pullen, Social Emotional Learning 
Specialist, continued... 

There is growing evidence that along with support provided by parents, kids benefit from explicit instruction in 
social/emotional skills as a preventative measure and to increase later success and wellness.  Across the 
country, schools are embracing this work by providing core instruction in this area.  In his psychological theory, 
Abraham Maslow (1943) informed us of the “hierarchy of needs”, highlighting that along with basic needs 
being met, a sense of emotional and psychological safety are foundational to positive growth and 
development. 
 
In Jeffco, our Superintendent, 
Dr. Jason Glass, recently 
released the new Jeffco 
Generations vision.  This 
crosswalk below helps provide 
an explanation of how the SEL 
competency areas support the 
Generations Skills outlined by 
Dr. Glass:  
 
At Maple Grove, there is a high 
standard of academic 
excellence- this is abundantly 
evident.  Teachers work 
tirelessly to deliver great 
instruction, engage kids and 
excite and foster 
passions.  And, along with 
academic focus, the teaching 
staff at Maple Grove has 
committed to enhancing 
social/emotional learning by 
utilizing a curriculum called 
Second Step.  With the support 
of Mr. Neville and the guidance 
of the school social worker 
Christy Belmear, teachers 
began teaching this curriculum 
at the beginning of the school 
year in every classroom, 30 
minutes a week.  Skills taught 
so far include:  skills for 
learning (ex: listening body, 
focusing attention, following 
directions) and empathy (ex: 
identifying feelings of self and 
others, respecting similarities 
and differences). Ask your child 
about it! 
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Maple Grove Events 

A Welcome Gift for Mr. Neville 

In October, Mrs. Wolfe (Maple Grove’s art teacher) presented Mr. Neville with a welcome gift made by our 
students. To make it, Mrs. Wolfe sketched the grizzly and then had each student, all 326, add a handprint. The 
back of the canvas is signed by all the students. The painting is currently on display in Mr. Neville’s office.  
 

https://www.minersalley.com/yeti-youth-theatre-2-2
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Maple Grove Events, continued... 

Grizzly Growl 

Thanks to Lindsey Fleener and her team, The Grizzly Growl was a fantastic event. It was a little chilly, but 
everyone made the best of the cool, fall weather. Many Maple Grove students, families, and staff members 
participated. Thanks to all for a fun day of community building.   
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Maple Grove Events, continued... 

Girls’ Square Dance 

October 19th was the annual Girls’ Square Dance. A huge shout-out to, Deb Luther, and her team for all their 
hard work. Dads, daughters, grandmas, and mothers boogied all night long. Mr. Neville’s two-year-old daughter 
even joined in the fun.  

Sponsorship space in this newsletter is extremely affordable! Reach parents in your local 
community and a significant portion of your investment goes back to the school! Busi-
nesses that want to sponsor this school, please contact TSCA at 
  info@tscaschools.com or 970-239-1641.  

mailto:info@tscaschools.com
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/

